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MEETING:   General Membership  
TYPE:          Minutes
DATE:          September 16,2026, 1000 hours  
LOCATION: Beverly Golf & Tennis Club, Beverly, MA

The meeting opened at:  1000 hrs. by President, Chief Brian Nardelli

Chaplain Rev. Bruce Arbour : 
Rev. Arbour offered a prayer for those members who passed over the last month and offered comfort to their families. Re. Arbour offered a prayer for the food that was prepared for the meeting and for those who prepared and served it. 
Deaths: We remember the following fire service members who died during the last month.
· LODD Captain John D. Whitney, Greenfield FD
· FF Kyle Machado, Taunton FD
· Captain William Shields, Marshfield FD
· FF Brian Snow, Quincy FD
Previous Minutes Approval: 
Minutes of the General Membership meeting held September 16, 2026, at Beverly Golf & Tennis, in Beverly, distributed by email, were voted on for acceptance. 
A motion was made and seconded,
Vote: APPROVED

The following applications were voted on for Membership –  

A motion was made and seconded to approve all the application for membership presented, including:
1. Chief Daniel Veinot, Rowley Fire Department, recommended by Chief Jen Collins-Brown, Topsfield FD
2. Chief of Operation Michael Austrino, Randolph Fire Department, recommended by Chief Paul Frew, RANDOLPH FD
3. Chief Daniel Hehir, Westborough Fire Department, recommended by Chief Andrew Putini, Southboro FD
4. Deputy Chief Justin White, Harwich Fire Department, recommended by Chief David LeBlanc Harwich FD
5. Deputy Chief Jason Fricker, Rockland Fire Department, recommended by Chief Scott Duffy, Rockland FD
6. Chief Thomas Bessette, West Brookfield Fire Department, recommended by Chief Timothy Howe, Oakham FD
7. Fire Chief Matthew Cross, Chicopee Fire Department, recommended by Chief Alan Sirios, Agawam FD
8. Fire Chief Kelley Manning, Douglas Fire Department, recommended by Chief Kevin Partridge ret. Easton FD
9. Deputy Chief John Furno, Douglas Fire Department, recommended by Chief Kelly Manning, Douglas FD
10. Assistant Chief Michael Peckham, Marlborough, recommended by Chief Jeff Gogan

Vote: APPROVED

Applications for Life Membership: 
Two applications for Life Membership were presented, and a motion was made and seconded to approve, including:

1. Commissioner B.J.Calvi, Springfield Fire Department, recommended by Chief Chris Norris, Easthampton FD
2. Chief Michael Dupuis, Leicester Fire Department, recommended by Chief Stephen Coleman, Auburn FD
  
Vote: APPROVED

Chief Brian Nardelli – President 
President Nardelli spoke on the SAFE Grants and that there has been concern with the timing of the grant awards and spending period. He suggested that Chief send letters of concern to the Marshal regarding the timing of the grants. 
The Marshal spoke about the issue and mentioned that there is a calendar year award issue with the grants, because the money isn’t granted until the FY years begins in July. DFS is working hard to get the grants notice out as soon as the funds are given and make the money available in July if possible. He mentioned you can pay personnel OT to go into the schools.
Chief Jen Collins Brown spoke about the issue and stated she doesn’t feel it will make a big difference with awarding the grants in July. She asked if the districts should send letters or if each Chief should. It was suggested that each Chief, if concerned, should send a letter.

Chief Nardelli spoke on the issue of suicide and that he is working with the Marshal to put on a symposium on suicide prevention and awareness and will be sometime early 2027.

President Nardelli introduced Attorney’s Hank Naughton, and Bob Sullivan from Napoloi Shkolnik Law Firm who are working on the Fire Apparatus anti-trust lawsuit. The major manufacturers who are being named in the suit are Rosenbauer, REV Group, OSH KOSH. 

Attorney Naughton informed the members present that his firm has worked on numerous class action suits including the PFAS water lawsuits which brought in $180 million for MA communities, and they are working on the PFAS Turnout Gear lawsuit as well. 
Attorney Naughton spoke about fire apparatus companies in 2010 buying up small apparatus dealers which created delays in production. 
The case will be handled and consolidated in Milwaukee WI Court. 
45 MA communities have signed up; there is no cost to communities.
They may seek injunctive relief to help with the current waiting times. 
FCAM will be setting up a Liaison Committee to work with the Law Firm on the matter.
Former Brockton Mayor Bob Sullivan who is with the Law Firm spoke about the lawsuit and said that they would look to have the awards go out to the fire departments and not to the respective general funds.

Chief Christopher Norris – 1st VP
VP Norris spoke about Ambulance Licensing and that departments need to complete the CLIA application every year. He also reminded everyone to update the Vaccination Documentation yearly, upload it to Red Cap, as OEMS will be looking at them.

The Epolst pilot program will be rolling out in 2027
The EMS working group will be reviewing the CMED survey and looking at the Value, Cost, and what is needed for improvement. They are looking at mid-fall for the results.

VP Norris has been part of the Heroic Awards Committee, and they will be  reviewing the applicants next week.  

DPH is looking at a military pilot program for in hospital ER’s and utilizing military medics as EMT I or P’s as a part of a Health Care Continuum when they return from military duty.

Spoke on the development of a Model EMS Policy being worked on by DPH and that DFS has provided input.

He mentioned that former Fire Chief John Deckers, who is now with MBTA in training capacity will be at one of our next meeting to inform Chiefs about the training opportunities for fire department from MBTA.

Chief Derek Sencabaugh – 2nd VP
2ndVP Sencabaugh mentioned that there was a good turnout at the 911 ceremony in Boston
He stated that he is working on a support system for Chiefs who are dealing with LODD or traumatic injuries. This will include a notification system, response of Exec. Board and follow-through to support the chiefs. Chief Carrigan will continue to work on supporting Chiefs with the process for benefits.

Chief Patrick Purcell- IPP-  Not Present

Secretary/Treasurer Chief Kevin Partridge, Ret. 

Sec. Partridge reviewed numerous items including correspondence :
· Updated on Legal Defense- 108 Chiefs signed up- going forward members need to sign up on the CFOLDF site, and notify the Secretary Treas.
· NEFCA Grant is working with us on a Facebook page
· Received a MEMA Letter- appointment of Chief Gary Daugherty Hopkinton D14 Coord.\
· Received a letter from WMFCA Letter supporting Chief Mike Andrews of Wilbraham as Region 4 Fire Mob Coordinator
· Receive a letter from Cape & Island Fire Chiefs Assoc. advising they voted Chief Sean Brown of Cotuit as Alternate for D1 Fire Mob.
· Letter from Chief Jack Bergeron, Ret. Lawrence FD, supporting Chief Gary Ryan from Chelmsford
· Henry & Co.’s Audit report was received and turned over to the Audit Committee.
· Advised members that Chief Patrick Purcell’s retirement party is September 27 , 3-7 pm at Arturo’s in Westborough.

Treasury – treasurers report was read, with no questions
Chase Bank
· Checking			     $    1,000.00
· CD 1  4 mth-4286              $142,136.86  maturity date: 4-11-26
· CD 2  4 mth-4287              $141,458.19  maturity date: 4-11-26
Assets Chase Bank = $284,595.05

BayCoast Bank: 
· Checking Operating          $   46,823.43
· Checking Legal Defense   $   25,000.00
· Money Market                   $  217,474.82
Assets at BayCoast Bank = $  289,98.25

Quickbooks checking = $   6,401.10

Total assets:  $ 580,294.40

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurers Report,
Vote: APPROVED
Government Affairs Director- Chief Bill Scoble, Ret.
1. Formal session ended on July 31st with very little movement on Bills. The Legislature is now back from summer recess and in informal session – prior to leaving they passed a 1/12th Budget in anticipation for the complete annual Budget, which passed both chambers and was signed by the Governor on July 9th.  Importantly for us, the language directing EOPSS to investigate and layout the framework to move OEMS was included in EOPSS’ baseline budget. There was also $3.7 million of local earmarks included. For the most part, the only Bills they’re dealing with now are local initiative petitions.
2. There were two large Bills that passed with different versions in the House and the Senate that are now in Conference Committees –
a. A Health Care/Economic Stimulus Bill that we tried to slide the Ambulance Reimbursement language into without success. However, we were able to get the Medicaid Enhancement language into the House version, and hopefully it will survive into the final version. Bill Cass from the Ambulance Coalition is trying to set up a meeting with Senate Chair of Ways and Means Mike Rodrigues to try to convince him to leave it in. Simultaneously, the Federal Government is trying to cut some Medicare funding for programs such as this, we sent a letter joining with IAFC and CFSI to oppose the reduction. Also included in the Senate version is Senator Comerford’s language to create a study Committee to implement a program to fund construction of Municipal and Public Safety Buildings.  FCAM would have a seat on the Committee. Also in this Bill is the creation of a micromobility Study Committee to deal with all aspects of the issue, including lithium-ion batteries.  FCAM would also have a seat on that Committee.
b. An Environmental Resiliency Bill contains some language regarding PFAS, and the language from Representative Kate Hogan for a study committee to install cisterns in rural areas, and FCAM would have a seat on the committee.
3. We received a request from the Attorney General’s office to file an Amicus Brief on a Salem case involving a 26H decision.  I coordinated with the President, Chief Dionne and Attorney Jack Collins to get the Brief submitted.
4. On July 1st Gene and I went into the State House to meet with Representative Tom Walsh who is the Chairman of the Committee for Bills in Third Reading to talk about the 26I Bill and the Rights of Call Firefighters (Jack Chandler) Bill.  Shortly after we met with him, the 26I Bill was sent to the floor and passed the House and was sent to the Senate.
5. On June 25th I attended an Event for Senator Mike Rush – he was in the position of many of our friends in the legislature that were being challenged by young, far left opponents, and his case, he was defeated.  He is the 3rd ranking member in the Senate and a good friend of the fire service. 
6. There are two Bills making their way through during informal session dealing with cancer screenings for firefighters, with the screenings being paid for by private health insurers.
7. The Bill to institute the increased penalties created by the Walsh-Kennedy recommendations passed the House, went to the Senate where it was amended, and is now back in the House in Third Reading for final passage.  Penalties can range as high as $250 Thousand and/or 5 years in prison.  
8. The Governor has signed the Bill to have the State take the Norwood Hospital property by Eminent Domain.  MPT has until November 1 to sell the property to a qualified operator, otherwise the taking process will begin.
9. I received two calls regarding the Maggie Hubbard Act Bill which would require annual fire department inspections for short-term rental properties. The first was from Bob Duval from NFPA.  He had received an inquiry from Lorraine Carly while at their conference in Las Vegas.  I explained the status oft the Bill as well as our viewpoint on it.  Shortly thereafter, I received a call from Ken Lasala from IAFC asking about the status of the Bill – evidently a national short-term rental company had reached out to him with their concerns.
10. I attended an event for Representative Meghan Kilcoyne on 9/18,  she is a sponsor of several of our Bills.
11. Regarding Federal Legislation –
a. I worked with the President, joining with CFSI and IAFC, to send a letter opposing wording in a Federal Housing Bill regarding single stairways – the language was included anyway.  We spoke about this topic with our Representatives and Senators when we were in D.C.
b. Elizabeth Warren has filed a Bill with a Republican Senator to force the Federal Trade Commission to investigate the fire apparatus pricing issue.
12.  CFSI will be held on February 17-18 at the Marriott Marquis.
13. The Districts 7,8,14 Legislative Breakfast will be held on September 22nd.


State Fire Marshal – Jon Davine- not in attendance
Marshal Davine mentioned that a survey about hot works will be going out
And that DFS will have a database that will be public facing and automatically notify property owners of violations

He stated they are still waiting for the Governors Office to confirm a date for the FF of the Year awards. The committee will be reviewing the nominations this coming Monday, there were 40 nominations this year. 

The Single Exit Stairwell working group will be meeting for the first time this coming Monday, Chief Scott Duffey is the representative for FCAM

Work continues for a Mental Health Symposium, he mentioned that they are looking at January dates, they are inviting Suicide and Mental Health Professionals, FCMA and PFFM are supporting the event.

A survey will be going out regarding Career Recruit training and Call Volt Training. There are 40 questions, centering around how MFA is doing with the training programs.

A resolution has been reached on Fire Prevention Officer Credentialing; changes have been made with input from concerned constitutes.

He reported that they hope to post the MFA Directors job in early October

Reports of Committees  

· Civil Service – Chief Gentile- Entry Level Firefighter
· Exam scheduled for October with ELPAT being administered now. Able to complete about 90 per week
· Survey has been sent to all Chief’s looking for help to distributing to their members. CS will be sending directly to all firefighters in their system
· Recent questions on the details relating to the merging of entry level lists. For example: how long you have and to complete the hiring process and exactly how those lists are merged. We are working on putting together a quick cheat sheet for these details.
· Lt/Capt Exam
· Currently Scheduled for April 13th of 2027, waiting confirmation
· Statewide District and Deputy Chief Exam
· Application Period open until September 17, 2026
· Exam on 11/21/2026 (Date Change from 11/18)
· Fire Chief Exam
· Exam was held  June 6th
· Scores released on August 5th 
IAFC - Chief Burke- Not Present- Chief Nardelli read his report , several IAFC conferences coming up including the Technology Summit, and Symposium in the Sun
N.E. Chiefs – Chief Bartone- Not present, President Nardelli read his report that the NE Chiefs conference was a success
Fire Mobilization – Chief Hurlbut – not present
Tech Rescue – Chief Belsito- not present
Haz Mat – Chief Bailey- no report
State 911- Chief R. Readon- Not Present
Utilities – Chief Nardelli – The Public Safety Representive for Verizon is Ellen Cummings, Regional Director State Government Affairs
NJUNS are stating the Fire Departments do not update NJUNS 
EMS – Chief Normandin- not present 
DEI – Chief Kelly- not present- met last week and continue to work on the promotional recruitment video.  One segment is done, another at the Topsfield Fair will be completed early October, and a 3rd segment should be completed in the next 30 days.  We hope to have something to share with the membership by the First of the year. 
Mass Fire Training Council – Chief Madden reported that the Council met on Monday, he reported that the Marshal hopes to post the MFA director position in early October.  

Mass Fire Service Commission- no report

Unfinished Business :  
CFSI is February 17&18, 2027 . The 17th is the FCAM breakfast, and 18th is the CFSI dinner. 

PDC is scheduled for March 9-11, 2027


New Business : 
Chief Jack Parow, ret. Ask about the contract issues with the Instructors at MFA, and what FCAM is doing to support the instructors and if they are going to come up with a plan for supporting the instructors if they get hurt. 
He mentioned that Chief Ryan has been sanctioned by the IAFF and PFFM ! What is FCAM doing? 

Chief Nardelli spoke on the matter, and that work is being done to find a resolution.

Chief Justin Woodside declared his intention to run for 2nd VP of FCAM.

Chief Vuona mentioned that Nichols College has absorbed the Fire Program from Anna Maria College and accepted the enrolled students.

Remarks for the Good of the Association

Guest Speakers: Chief Nardelli Introduced Eric Clifford, and Mike Pratt from Lexipol, spoke on the latest offerings from Lexipol, and that they are available to discuss with any Chief how Lexipol can help departments with their product. 


Next regularly is scheduled General Membership meeting 
October 21, 2026, The Manor Banquet Facility, 42 West Boylston St. West Boylston

Meeting adjourned at 11:50 hrs
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