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MEETING:   General Membership  
TYPE:          Minutes
DATE:          June 17,2026, 1000 hours  
LOCATION: Jockey Club, Raynham, MA

The meeting opened at:  1000 hrs. by President, Chief Brian Nardelli

(Purcell, Nardelli, Norris, Partridge, Scoble, Doherty)

Chaplain Rev. Gary Bloom : 

Sickness & Distress: 
· Fire Chief Roger Nadeau, retired New Bedford, recovering from sepsis after having surgery

Deaths: Rev. Bloom asked for prayers for the soles of the recently departed including-
· Lt. Paul J. Smyth, Braintree FD, Occupational Cancer
· Fire Chief Joseph Davis, Ret. Weymouth FD
· FF Robert Kilduff, LODD Boston FD, Rescue CO. 2
· Fire Chief Tim Ronanyne III, Ret. Canton FD
· Fire Chief Stephen Martin, Ret. Agawam FD

Previous Minutes Approval: 
Minutes of the General Membership meeting held May 20, 2026, at Thorney Lea, Brockton, distributed by email, were voted on for acceptance. 
A motion was made and seconded,
Vote: APPROVED


The following applications were voted on for Membership –  
· Assistant Chief Colin McCarthy, Westwood FD, recommended by Chief Steven Lund. Westwood FD**
· Fire Commissioner/Chief of Department Rodney O. Marshall, Boston Fire Department,  recommended by Chief Andrew Mullin, Waltham FD
· Fire Chief Jamie Meier, Canton Fire Department, recommended by Chief Justin Alexander, Easton FD
· Fire Chief Peter Graves, Rehoboth Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Frank Baressi, Ret. Rehoboth FD
· Deputy Chief Robin Dresser, Sutton Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Matthew Belsito, Sutton FD 
· Fire chief Robert DeVincent, Dedham Fire Department, recommended by Chief Kevin Partridge ret. Easton FD

A motion was made and seconded
Vote: APPROVED

Applications for Life Membership: 
· Fire Chief Timothy J Clancy Jr., Whitman Fire Department, recommended by Chief Robert Reardon, Duxbury FD** 
· Fire Chief Michael Spanknebel, Hadley Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Kevin Partridge, Ret. Easton Fire Department

A motion was made and seconded,
Vote: APPROVED

Chief Brian Nardelli – President 
President Nardelli reported to the membership that he is appointing Chief Michael Kelleher as the Communication and Legislation Liaison

Chief Nardelli reminded members to please sign up for the monthly meetings when the notice goes out, he thanked members for their attention to this. 

He reminded members that are interested in the new Legal Defense fund to please sign up through the link that went out and is on the webpage. We need an accurate number and list for Attorney Gambacinni

He spoke to the members about the Fire Truck Recovery Cost Program that Attorney’s Naughton and Sullivan will be working on for the Fire Assoc. and its members, if you are interested please sign up to be part of the program.

President Nardelli reported that he has appointed the following Chiefs to the Audit Committee, Chief Eric Hajder, Chief Michael Carroll, and Chief Neil Foley. The review of the books is being done by Henry & Co. and the audit Committee with review and report once complete.

Chief Christopher Norris – 1st VP
2nd VP Norris reported that DPH is making supplies available, your requests should go through your local Board of Health as they were sent the notice by DPH. They are looking to see if anyone needs supplies including bug wipes, hand sanitizers, bottled water, sunscreen, etc. 

He reported that EOPSS has been given $100,000 in their budget for the review and study of moving OEMS and how the transition will happen

He spoke about the Medical Reimbursement Program that Sellers-Dorsey is working on, more information about the Certified Public Expenditure Program will be forthcoming

Chief Derek Sencabaugh – 2nd VP

Chief Sencabaugh thanked everyone for their support, he is looking forward to serving 

Chief Patrick Purcell- IPP-  Not Present

Secretary/Treasurer Chief Kevin Partridge, Ret. 

Sec. Partridge reviewed numerous items including correspondence :

· Letter from District 14, Chief Lawless Chair selecting Chief Gary Daugherty as the new Dist. 14 Alternate Coordinator to the Mobilization Committee.  
· Dues will go out in July, reminder if you wish to be part of the CLDF to make sure you sign up
· By-Law Amendments were updated in the by-laws and they are posted
· The Hundred Club Golf Tournament notice – Thurs. August 13, Sandy Burr Country Club, Wayland

· Contract with the DCU has been signed for the PDC March 9-11, 2027

· Thank you to all the vendors who joined us today, for our Mini-Vendor Show, we appreciate your support and want to show our thanks. The vendors in attendance enjoyed the day and would recommend it again

· There are no meeting in July and August, first meeting back is on September 16, at the Beverly Golf & Tennis Club in Beverly

· Chief Ken Willette ret. Is now the lead advocate for MA for the NFFF 

· Reminder that the DFSI is February 17-18, 2027

Treasury – 
Chase Bank:
· Checking			     $    1,000.00
· CD 1  4 mth-4286              $142,136.86
· CD 2  4 mth-4287              $141,459.19

Assets Chase Bank = $283,596.05

BayCoast Bank: 
· Checking Operating          $   22,738.25
· Checking Legal Defense   $   14,820.83
· Money Market                   $ 181,062.09

Assets at BayCoast Bank = $  218,621.17

Quickbooks checking = $  2,777.49

Total assets:  $ 504,994.71

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurers Report,
Vote: APPROVED
Government Affairs Director- Chief Bill Scoble, Ret.
1. The end of formal session is approaching – July 31.  There is a rush to get many Bills across the finish lines.  Any Bills that are considered “controversial” must be passed by then.  Any other Bills may be passed in informal session which runs through the end of the calendar year.
2. Budget Progress – The Senate final version is complete, the full amounts are included for S.A.F.E., the CISD teams, and the On-Site Academy (Senate 2 million) (House 500k).  There are 26 earmarks within the sub-line item – notably 100k each for both Plymouth and Barnstable Counties, 500k for the City of New Bedford specifically to keep Engine 9 open, and 250k for cancer screening (House- 100k), and 90k for the No-Fires project.  Also notably, there are no funds allocated for the Boston Fire Academy. There is $100 thousand included in the EOPSS base budget to study and lay out a framework to transfer OEMS from DPH to EOPSS. The Budget has now gone to a Conference Committee made up of 3 Senators and 3 Representatives to negotiate a final version.  The Senate members will be Senate Chair of Ways and Means Michael Rodrigues, Senator Joanne Comerford, and Senator Patrick O’Connor. The House members are Chair of House Ways and Means Aaron Michlewitz, Representative Kip Diggs, and Representative Todd Smola.  All members of the Conference Committee have been contacted regarding our issues in the Budget.
3. The Bill to provide 111F Benefits to Chelmsford Firefighter Nick Spinale had a Public Hearing on Wednesday June 3. It is expected to move through the process quickly.
4. An environmental resiliency Bill has passed the Senate and been sent to the House – Senator Moore was able to get in $25 million in funding for DFS for the “development, testing and purchase” of PFAS-free turnout gear.  It includes provisions to reimburse Fire Departments for gear purchases.  He originally requested $125 million. The House has now taken up the Bill; there is an amendment filed for $20 million for PPE, individual earmarks for PPE in Representative Howitt’s district communities, and the language for Representative Hogan’s Bill to create a cistern study commission. There is also language in the Bill creating a Drought Task Force that the Marshal would be on.
5. Following up on Bill Cass’s presentation at last month's BOD Meeting, he has forwarded to me some representative projection numbers of gross and net increased ambulance collection receipts provided by the Medicaid bump up program. The estimated net gain numbers range from just over $200,000 for a community like Foxboro, just under $300, 000 for a community like Westborough, around $370,000 for a community like Easthampton, around $1.1 million for a department like Hyannis, over $2.5 million for a city like Fall River, up to approximately $9 million for the City of Boston.  These numbers are based on a jump up to Medicare rates, if we were able to get market rates the numbers would be even larger. Bill also included a sample contract with the consultant firm Sellers, Dorcey and Associates.
6. Gene and I attended an event for House Chair of Ways and Means at the office of the Suffolk Group.  We were able to discuss the Bills to move OEMS and Ambulance Billing/Patients’ Rights as well as the Budget language to allow for the Medicaid rate increase program. I also attended an event for Senate Chair of Ways and Means Mike Rodrigues at the Suffolk Group on June 16th. On the same day President Nardelli attended an event for Representative Arciero.
7. A House companion Bill regarding a requirement to adhere to NFPA 1701 Staffing Standards for communities hosting colleges with resident students has been filed by Representative Carole Fiola from Fall River and Freetown. The costs to comply would be funded by an assessment on incoming college students.
8. SB 3106 has been moving through the Senate and would create a new licensed profession of Commercial Interior Design. For many years we had opposed this Bill because these “licensed” people would not have been required to have training in building code or fire code requirements.  It is now clearly stated in this session’s language that persons licensed by this law could not deal with any structural elements, fire or building codes, use group changes, or exit pathways, that only architects or licensed engineers could deal with those issues.
9. HB 5443 would allow entities like restaurants, recreation camps, amusement parks,  colleges, sporting venues and youth sports groups to have epinephrine autoinjectors for use by trained personnel.
10. A Bill has been filed backed by the group M.A.P.L.E. , which includes former State Police Colonel Dennis Galvin that would require applicants for police positions to have a minimum of 60 college credits in order to be eligible to be hired.  
11. Meetings have been requested with House Chair of Bills in 3rd Reading Thomas Walsh and House Chair of Ways and Means Chief of Staff Blake Webber to discuss Bills in their Committee’s. I will also be meeting with Kyle Neves from Senate Chair of Ways and Means Mike Rodrigues office regarding Bills in that Committee.
12. The House version of the Bill implementing penalties for violations of the welding provisions developed by the Walsh-Kennedy Commission has passed and has been sent to the Senate.  The penalties range up to $250,000 and 5 years in prison.
13. I received a call from Dave Koffman from MMA to go over some Bills that may be considered at the end of session, including the retention/lack of retention of medical records as they relate to the Cancer Bill.
14. Gene received a call from Senator Warren’s office looking to set up a zoom meeting for June 18th to discuss the ongoing apparatus purchase issues.

State Fire Marshal – Jon Davine- not in attendance

Marshal Davine reported on the following items:
-He is serving on the Safe Exit Stairwell Taskforce
-DFS has been busy and engaged with department hosting FIFA games
-MA has been the Top performer with NERIS so far
-he mentioned that Brian Horman a Professor of Textiles, is looking for
  support for a study on PFAS
-Reported that DFS still has a staff shortage


Reports of Committees  

Civil Service – Chief Gentile- Not Present
IAFC - Chief Burke- Not Present
N.E. Chiefs – Chief Bartone- Not present, the NE Conference at Mohegan will be August 26-28, 2026
Fire Mobilization – Chief Hurlbut – not present
Tech Rescue – Chief Belsito- not present
Haz Mat – Chief Bailey- no report
State 911- Chief R. Readon- Not Present
Utilities – Chief Nardelli – reported that National Grid and Eversource are ramped up for FIFA
EMS – Chief Normandin- not present 
DEI – Chief Kelly- filming a video for use by department for DEI. 
Mass Fire Training Council – MFTC Chair Madden reported that the MFTC is looking to approve the hybrid hiring
Mass Fire Service Commission- no report

Unfinished Business :  

Chief Norris reported that a meeting was held regarding the PFAS/SCBA issue, 3M, PFFM, DFS, met, Scientists are looking at the PFAS in lubricants and battery packs. There is discussions about filing legislation to move the deadline date. If the statute remains as is, 3M will not be able to meet the required law

New Business : 

A motion was made to approve Chief Gary Daugherty; of Hopkinton FD as the Dist. 14 Alternate on the Fire Mobilization Committee

Chief Madden spoke to the members present about chief Peter Burke Jr.run for 2nd VP of the IAFC. He spoke about his professionalism, and his talent and he would be a great IAFC President. Our organization should support him.  

Vice President Derek Sencabaugh addressed the membership present, and made a motion to support Chief Peter Burke Jr. for his candidacy for 2nd Vice President of the IAFC. Chief Sencabaugh encouraged the membership to support this as we should support one of our members in his run for this position. He also included in his motion to approve $5,000 for his campaign.



The motion was 2nd, and a vote was taken
VOTE: APPROVED

Remarks for the Good of the Association
· IAFC Fire Rescue International is August 12-14, 2026, in Kansas City, MO
· NEAFC Expo at Mohegan Sun in Uncasville CT is August 26-28, 2026
· 50/50 raffle was drawn
· Shawn Daoust from Colonial Municipal Group spoke to the members about truck availability, he also thanked Chief Partridge for putting this mini vendor show together
· Jim Vuona reported that the Anna Maria program has been absorb by Nichols College.
Guest Speakers:

Chief Eric Hajder the FCAM Representative to the NE Chiefs for the SAFER Grant, introduced Chief Bob Bradley (Sec/Treas. NEAFC, Manville RI FD) who did a presentation on the NEAFC SAFER Grant 

Sec./Treas. Kevin Partridge Introduced Robert Wall from Peregrine Technologies who gave a presentation to the membership. Rob Wall and Peregrine were the meeting luncheon sponsor.

Next regularly is scheduled General Membership meeting 
September 16, 2026, Beverly Golf Club, Beverly

Meeting adjourned at 11:13 hrs
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