


March 24, 2026

The Honorable [Insert Name]
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515	

Dear Representative [Insert Name]:

As a fire chief in your district, I ask you to vote for the  amendment in the nature of a substitute to H.R 7386, the First Responder Network Authority Reauthorization Act of 2026. This bipartisan legislation will ensure that the federal First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet) will continue to support lifesaving operations by local fire and EMS departments. 

Every day, FirstNet provides mission-critical communications so that local public safety officers can protect and provide lifesaving assistance to their citizens. By providing priority access and ruthless preemption to local fire and EMS departments, FirstNet ensures that public safety agencies can continue to communicate with each other even during the most serious emergencies. Unfortunately, the federal FirstNet Authority is scheduled to be terminated by law in February 2027. 

It is important that you vote for this substitute amendment in Wednesday’s mark-up. In order to prevent the termination of FirstNet next February, the substitute amendment would extend the life of the program to September 30, 2037. By increasing the representation of active public safety professionals on the FirstNet Board, the substitute amendment would ensure that the FirstNet network that was built for public safety will continue to meet public safety’s needs. The substitute amendment also would reinforce the federal FirstNet Authority’s ability to deploy emergency response capabilities and resources to emergencies and disasters; set strategic priorities for the network; develop an annual budget and outline reinvestment decisions; and manage the device and application ecosystem within the FirstNet network in a timely manner without bureaucratic interference.

The FirstNet network continues to demonstrate its effectiveness daily during both national disasters and daily calls for fire, EMS, or law enforcement assistance. It is important that this national resource is not allowed to expire. I ask that you help ensure FirstNet’s operations by voting for the amendment in the nature of a substitute to H.R. 7386. 

Sincerely,






