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MEETING:   General Membership  
TYPE:          Minutes
DATE:          October 30 , 2025, 1300 hours  
LOCATION: Mohegan Sun, Uncasville, CT

The meeting opened at:  1300 hrs. by President, Chief Patrick Purcell 
Approx. attendance 90

Pledge to the Flag led by President Purcell. 

President Purcell took business out of order to introduce several Chiefs who were running for NE Chiefs Assoc. Office and for IAFC International Director

GUESTS:

Candidate for NEFCA- Secretary Treasurer position :

· Chief Shawn Murray, Goffstown Fire Department, Goffstown NH spoke to the membership seeking their vote
· Chief Robert Bradley, Manville RI, spoke to the membership seeking our support

Candidates for IAFC International Director:

· Chief Peter Burker, Hyannis Fire Department spoke to the membership seeking the support of FCAM members
· Chief Ken Jones, Merideth, NH spoke to the membership seeking their vote

President Purcell Introduce Chief Mike Snider, from Lee Summit, MO,  a candidate for 2nd VP of the IAFC, he addresse the membership seeking our support. 

Deaths: Chief Purcell acknowledge the recent death of Mr. Richard Bangs the former Chairman of the MA Fire Training Council

Previous Minutes Approval: 
Minutes of the General Membership meeting held September 17, 2025,                      distributed by email, were voted on for acceptance. 
A motion was made and seconded,
Vote: APPROVED

The following applications were voted on for Membership –  

Fire Chief Mark Haskell, Rehoboth Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Todd Correia, Fairhaven FD

Fire Chief William DeKing, Medfield Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Timothy Bailey, Norwood FD


Fire Chief Timothy Lancaster, Dartmouth Fire District #1, recommended by Fire Chief Todd Correia, Fairhaven FD

Deputy Chief Jared Morse, Webster Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Jeff Saad, Webster FD

Assistant Chief Christopher Montiverdi, Holden Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Russell Hall, Holden FD

Fire Chief James DiVirgillio, Barre Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief David Hurlbut, Sterling FD

Fire Chief Mark Strom, Millbury Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Stephen Coleman, Auburn FD

Deputy Chief Mathew Walch, Wilbraham Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Michael Andrews Wilbraham FD

Fire Chief Charles Allen, Franklin Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Michael McLaughlin, Franklin FD

Fire Chief James Cullen, Revere Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Matt Grafton, Stoneham FD

Fire Chief Michael Cunha, Dracut Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Richard Patterson, Dracut FD

Fire Chief Patrick Delaney, Lawrence Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Alan Dionne

Deputy Chief Edward Linehan, East Longmeadow Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Christopher Beecher, East Longmeadow FD

OUT OF STATE CHIEF

Fire Chief Shawn Murray, Goffstown NH Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Peter Burke, Hyannis FD

A motion was made and seconded,
Vote: APPROVED


Applications for Life Membership: 

· Fire Chief James McLaughlin, Franklin Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Timothy Bailey, Norwood FD
· Fire Chief Brian Mariarty, Lawrence Fire Department, recommended by Fire Chief Alan Dionne

A motion was made and seconded,
    Vote: APPROVED


Chief Patrick Purcell – President 

Chief Purcell spoke on several FCAM support classes coming up including the TUF Minds, and NFFF LAST training.

He updated members on the AG/Federal Trade Commission Offices investigation into the Apparatus manufacturers enormous cost increases. Both President Purcell and 2nVP Nardelli were interviewed by the FTC.

Work continues on the CMED issue, FCAM has been engaged with the SWIC, DPH, and the Governors Office regarding the matter.

Mentioned and thanked the members who attended the Press Conferences on Smoke Detectors and the Lio-battery disposal issue, they were very successful.
Secretary Terrence Reidy of EOPSS has resigned, Susan Terry the Deputy Secretary will fill in as Interim Secretary. She has been great to work with and is a friend of FCAM.

President Purcell updated the members on the ongoing legal work looking into the Worcester Regional Retirement, during the look into the buy back of call time issue there appeared to be other issue and the potential incorrect calculating of pension. The President wants it known that the Board has approved out Legal Counsel continue looking into the matter, and that it does not affect his time at all.  

Chief Brian Nardelli – 1st VP

Chief Nardelli updated the members on the work that continues with the PFFM on the PFAS issue, a meeting will be held in the near future to continue discussion and seek a solution to SCBA manufacturer not having parts that will meet the PFAS law by the deadline.

Chief Christopher Norris – 2nd VP

Chief Norris spoke at the three-press conference and thanked everyone who attended all of them.

Reminded Chiefs about the requirement for reporting their personnels vaccine exemption status as it is an annual requirement

Chief Norris attended the Sequential Intercept Model Summit along with Marshal Davine, the big take away was the encouraging of department to provide community paramedicine programs and other community-based EMS Health programs. 

Mentioned that the ePOLST train-the -trained is done with the pilot communities, they should bring any feedback to him so it can be put forward for consideration. 

Chief Michael Kelleher- IPP

Chief Kelleher spoke at the recent hearing he and GAD Chief Scoble attended and spoke on the No surprise Ambulance Billing, and that the EMS Bill is with the Ways & Means Comm
Secretary/Treasurer Chief Kevin Partridge, Ret. 

Thanked all the Chiefs for coming to the meeting and supporting Chief Burke, it is great to see such a great turnout, and it’s important to keep involved in the NE Division.

Sec. Partridge let the members know that the BOD approved the renewal of an MOU with Lexipol. 
He reminded members of our membership with SAVVIK, and the Assoc. receives a small incentive when any member purchases from the contract.

Advised members that the CFSI sign up with be going out next week for any member that plans to attend the Wash DC trip to please sign up through the portal, FCAM will purchase all dinner tickets and bill either Chiefs or Dist. Accordingly. The Breakfast will be March 18, and the Dinner is on the 19th. 

The PDC is moving along great, and the attendee registration portal will open late November, and mailers will be sent to all departments.

He reminded members that if they intend to run for office, they should announce their intentions by the December meeting. 

November FCAM Meeting will be at NFPA on Nov. 19 and be a Coffee with Vendors meeting.

Treasury – 

Bank Balances as of October 27, 2025

Chase Bank:
· Checking			    $    1,000.00
· CD 1  4 mth-4286              $137,623.36  maturity date 1-11-26  
· CD 2  4 mth-4287              $136,966.22  maturity date 1-11-26   
Assets Chase Bank = $275,589.57

BayCoast Bank: 
· Checking Operating          $  39,416.16
· Checking Legal Defense   $  23,787.50
· Money Market                   $ 250,456.92

Assets at BayCoast Bank = $ 313,660.58

Quickbooks checking = $  24,644.17

Total assets:  $ 613,894.32

A motion and seconded,
Vote: APPROVED

Government Affairs Director- Chief Bill Scoble, Ret. 
1. All of our priority Bills have had their Public Hearings.  Many Bills are already being reported out – much earlier in this session than in past sessions. Of our Bills, the following have been reported out favorably –
0. House version of the Tech Rescue Bill, the Senate Bill with amended language has not come out yet
0. The 26I Bill – both House and Senate out favorably
0. Move OEMS Bill – both House and Senate out favorably 
0. Confidentiality for Peer Support Providers – both House and Senate out favorably 
1. The Unlicensed Work, Training Council Seat, and Public Safety Building Authority and Ambulance Reimbursement Bills have not been reported out.
1. The Ambulance Reimbursement Bill had a Hearing on October 27th – Chief Kelliher testified in front of the Joint Committee on Financial Services.  Many members of our Ambulance Coalition also testified. Representative Paul McMurtry (Our House Sponsor of the Bill) reached out to me regarding this Bill – he was being questioned by a reporter from WGBH and wanted to have his facts straight. Additionally, regarding the Ambulance Reimbursement Bill, Senator Moore’s office reached out because they had been contacted by a “consultant” who purported to get Bills passed regarding ambulance billing.  The names and contact information of the President, Bill Cass, and myself were given to the Senator’s staff to arrange a meeting. 
1. An amended version of the Senate Bill regarding single stairwells in buildings up to 6 stories has been reported out favorably. The amended version removed some of the mandates included in the original version.
1. The Districts 7/8/14 Breakfast was held on September 23rd.  There was a great representation of Legislators and Chiefs.  Many Legislators came up to me after the formal presentation to speak about certain Bills –
4. Representative Arena- Derosa regarding the Training Council Seat Bill
4. Representative/Speaker Pro-Tem Kate Hogan about her Bill to install cisterns in rural areas. (HB 4112). Funded by $2 add-on insurance policies. This Bill has a Hearing on November 4th.
4. Rep. Hogan also has a Bill regarding Lithium-Ion Batteries – creates a stewardship program and regulates sales of compliant products.
1. The Federal shutdown has affected the fire service – the NFA and USFA are shut down.  Federal wildland firefighters are still supposedly employed. Some of the tangential programs are still operating, although with reduced staffing.
5. Due to these cuts, the Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation is urging the Governor to consider larger scale Budget reductions.  The possibility of 9C cuts were real and would probably affect fire department earmarks. However, after initially holding back earmark funds, the Governor has now released them.  Additionally, the Legislature has overridden the Governor’s vetoes of items within the FY26 Budget
1. Letters were sent as written testimony for the HALO Act – protecting first responders from attacks, and for the Lithium -Ion Battery Bill (HB 968). I received a thank you letter from Representative Wells for our support.
1. President Purcell and I met with former Chair of Public Safety, Hank Naughton, regarding the PFAS Class Action lawsuit.  The fantastic information gathered from the survey was collated by Guilfoil Public Relations in preparation for that meeting and forwarded to Chair Naughton’s Law Firm. 
1. We received a letter from Metrofire requesting support for a Bill fuel gas alarms/ detector devices and a letter of support has been sent.
1. There was a Hearing on October 22 which has 2 Bills of interest – one that would “reform” emergency management agencies, and several regarding benefits and rights of public safety dispatchers.
1. The President and I had a zoom meeting with Senator Tarr on October 15th to discuss the regional EMS councils and CMED’s. The Senator is very supportive of our initiatives.
1. The PFFM had requested wording changes to the Tech Resue Bill – basically they want to revert back to the language originally filed in the last session. I spoke with Marshal Davine and DFS Legal Counsel Glen Rooney regarding the language, a compromise version was settled on and forwarded to Senator Moore’s office.
1. I’ve had several conversations with the President of the Massachusetts Call/Volunteer Association (Michael Goldstein – Sherborn Fire) regarding the Bill to change the designation of the Training Council Seat.  We will most likely go with  “community with a population less than” language.  I hope to finalize it next week.
1. Instatrac, our Legislative reporting software, alerted me to a Bill regarding changes to the School Building Authority Advisory Council, and unbeknown to us, FCAM has a seat on that Board.  I checked with DFS to see if they were aware of that appointment.  After research, Attorney Rooney learned that that Board had not met in 12 years or so and has been rendered moot.
1. The Federal Government has significantly reduced the amount of Homeland Security funding coming to the State.  A Federal Judge has initially blocked the cuts.
1. Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security Terry Reidy has resigned from his post.  Deputy Secretary Susan Terry has been appointed as Interim Secretary.
1. Other Bills of interest that are moving include one to make the State the ultimate authority over broadband standards, one regarding disclosures of home addresses of public safety officials, one to require trauma kits in public buildings, and a 111F Bill which would restore any other leave used if an employee is retired under 111F.
1. I worked with Chief Arnum from Acton regarding their home rule petition to increase their residency requirement, which has now passed the House and has been referred over to the Senate and is now in 3rd Reading.
1. The Governor has included language regarding “double poles” in a Municipal Reform Bill.  It would double the length of time utility companies have to remove the poles from 90 days to 180 days, but it would allow a community to fine the Utility $1000 per pole.
1. Bill Webb, the Executive Director of CFSI has announced his retirement.  He has been a great advocate for the fire service for 30 years.  Michaela Cambell, currently the Director of Government Affairs, will take his place.  CFSI next year is March 18th – 19th.  The Breakfast will be on the 18th; the dinner is on the 19th.


State Fire Marshal – Jon Davine- not in attendance

Reports of Committees  

· Civil Service - Chief Greg Gentile, FCAM Civil Service Liaison
· District and Deputy Chief Exam
· Exam scheduled for November 15.
· ***All Experience/Certification/Training and Education applications must be submitted before the deadline of 11/22/25***
· Lieutenant and Captain Exam
· Application Period 1/5/2026-2/10/2026
· Exam Date of 4/7/2026
· Departments who are looking to participate are encouraged to submit the requisition ASAP
· This test will be administered on a weekday.
· Eligibility for Captain’s Exam
· Must have one year of experience “performing the duties”
· Temporary or Permanent Promotion.
· Time on the list does not count.
· All Temp time can be counted. Does not need to be consecutive.
· Must be permanently promoted

· IAFC  - 
· Fire Mobilization – 
· Tech Rescue
· Haz Mat
· State 911
· Utilities- 
· EMS- 
· DEI- Chief Kelly mentioned that the committee met recently and they are looking at a possible Tik Tok or Facebook video for recruitment
· Mass Fire Training Council – Chief Madden reminded Chiefs that DFS is down 30 people and there will be delays on things at MFA registration, but if it is a long delay to please call him. They are working to try and fill vacant seats.
· Mass Fire Service Commission- Chief Ingram let members know that they are still trying to fill the vacant volunteer Chief seat.

Unfinished Business : None


New Business : 

Chief Peter Burke spoke about Chief Mike Snider from Lee Summit and that he is a great person and right for the position. He made a motion to endorse Chief Mike Snider for 2nd VP of the IAFC. 
The motion was second,
VOTE: PASSED

Remarks for the Good of the Association
Next regularly is scheduled General Membership meeting 
· November General Membership Meeting November 19, 2025, NFPA 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy,  0900 Coffee with Vendors, 1000 hours meeting 
Adjourn at:   1408 hours
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