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General Membership Meeting
Minutes 
March 19, 2025
Stonehill College, Easton, MA
Meeting opened at:          by 1st VP Patrick Purcell
Pledge to the Flag: Chief Purcell
Sickness & Distress: Rev. Bruce Arbour 
Deaths:
· Joseph Murphy, Father of Chief Stephen Murphy of Hingham FD

· Peter Klich, Father of Deputy chief James Klich of Franklin FD

· Jacqueline Gladu, Mother-in-Law of Chief John Ingram of Belchertown FD

· Alexander Grasso Father of Deputy chief Nicholas Grasso Whitman FD

Minutes of the previous meeting:    Minutes of the General Membership meeting held virtually on January 15, 2025, were sent out to the membership via the FCAM email/post. (76 Attendees)
Vote: APPROVED
Applications for Membership  
· Fire Chief Patrick Hill, COMM FD- current member vote for membership as Chief 

· Fire Chief Choate Sudbury FD – current member vote for membership as Chief

· Fire Chief Austin Antrim, Nahant FD, recommended by Chief Alan Dionne

· Assistant Chief Sean Tierney, Somerville FD, recommended by Chief Breen Somerville

· Deputy Chief Jeffrey Saad, Webster FD, recommended by Chief Brian Hickey, Webster FD

· Fire Chief Joseph Peltier, Mashpee Fire and Rescue, recommended by Chief John Phelan, Mashpee FD
Vote:

· Chief Adam Dolby, Blanford Fire Department, (Call Chief) recommended by 

· Deputy Chief Adam Delessio, Seekonk Fire Department, recommended by Chief Shawn Whalen, Seekonk FD

· Chief Lindsay Stromgren, Amherst Fire Department, recommended by Chief Ingram, Belchertown FD

· Chief John Rigney, Longmeadow Fire Department, current member vote for membership as Chief 

· Chief William Kimball, Gill Fire Department, recommended by Chief James Young, Orange FD

· * Assistant Chief Patrick Haverty Fitchburg FD, recommended by Chief Kevin Partridge ret. Easton

· * Deputy Chief Andrew Markt Longmeadow FD, recommended by Chief John Rigney, Longmeadow FD

· Assist. Chief Charles DiGiandomenico Wellesley FD, recommended by Chief Steve Mortarelli, Wellesley FD

Vote: APPROVED
Applications for Life Membership Life 

· Fire Chief Craig Pedercini, Williamstown FD, recommended by Chief Kevin Partridge ret. Easton FD
· Fire Chief Timothy Harhen, East Bridgewater FD, recommended by Chief Kevin Partridge, Ret. Easton FD 

· Fire Chief Ed Knopf, Charlton FD, recommended by Chief Stephen Coleman, Auburn FD
Vote: APPROVED
Special Guests: 
· Michele Steinberg from NFPA 

· Joseph Abely, Chairman 100 Club of Massachusetts – Joined the meeting at noon
Chief Michael Kelleher – President – Not Present
Chief Patrick Purcell– 1st VP
· BFPR positions

· Chief from a community with Over 50K population- looking for one additional name 
· Chief from a community with 25K-50K population- looking for one addition name

· OEMS is looking for mutual aid agreements during their inspections, make sure you have them in order

· Executive Board met with the Mass Ambulance Assoc. last week to discuss ongoing mutual issues

· Met with Senate President, discussed restoring the cross over payments for Mass Health and Medicare, Chiefs should take advantage of the CEP for Mass Health, there is a federal component that looks like will be moving forward with additional funding
Chief Brian Nardelli – 2nd VP 
· Wished everyone a Happy St. Joseph’s Day

· Double Poles- please report in the survey
· FCAM looking to have Attorney’s work on creating boiler plate contracts for Chiefs to use
Secretary/Treasurer – Chief Kevin Partridge, Ret.
Correspondence:

· Letter from 100 Club of Massachusetts

· Letter from Plymouth County Chiefs with names of new Dist. 2 Fire Mob. Coord. and Alt. Coord.
· Letter from Dist. 8 with names of new Dist. 8 Fire Mob. Coord. And Alt. Coord.

Nomination of Officers:

· Elections for FY/2026 –Article IV- OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION

SECTION 4

Nominations of Officers shall be made from the floor at the MARCH meeting, elections and balloting at the APRIL meeting and induction of Officers at the MAY meeting.  Whenever a single nomination exists for any office (no contest), a motion, and “Have the Secretary/Treasurer cast one ballot for the nominee" may be in order and if seconded, the nominee will be duly elected if the meeting concurs by vote.

SECTION 11
Candidates for the elected positions of President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, and Directors, shall make their intentions known that they are a candidate for office by submitting notice of their candidacy to the Secretary/Treasurer no later than the regularly scheduled December general membership meeting
· Nominations were open up to the floor for the following positions:
· President- Chief Patrick Purcell

· 1st Vice President – Chief Brian Nardelli

· 2nd Vice President – Chief Christopher Norris
· Fire District Directors

· District 1 - Chief Peter Burke, Jr.

· District 2 - Chief Scott Duffey

· District 3 – Chief Richard Arruda

· District 4 – Chief Timothy Bailey, Jr.

· District 5 - Chief Alan Dionne

· District 6 – Chief Steele McCurdy

· District 7 – Chief Stephen Coleman, Jr.

· District 8 – Chief Russ Hall

· District 9 – Chief James Young

· District 10 – Chief Michael Spanknebel 

· District 11 – Chief William Bernat, Jr.

· District 12 – Chief Scott Turner

· District 13 – Chief Andrew Mullin

· District 14 – Chief Jason Ferschke 

· District 15 – Chief Scott Carrigan

· A motion was made to have the Secretary cast one ballot for the 25-26 slate of officers and seconded

· APPROVED   

Other Executive Officers for 2025-2026

· Immediate Past President – Chief Michael Kelleher
· Secretary Treasurer – Chief Kevin Partridge Ret.

· Governmental Affairs Director- Chief William Scoble ret.

· Governmental Affairs Assistant – Chief Eugene Doherty ret.

· The Board of Directors voted to renew 100 Club membership- 2 memberships were purchased at $500

· PDC Report- Chief Russ Anderson ret. Director reported that the PDC was a huge success – over 600 attendees, 85 vendors, great feedback from everyone. Dates for PDC 26, February 24-26, 2026
Treasury 

As of March 17, 2025
Baycoast Bank:

· Checking- Operating

$ 110,692.23 
· Money Market 


$ 228,228.11
· Legal Defense 


$    24,200.00
Assets Citizens Bank = $363,120.34
Chase Bank:

· Checking



$    1,000.00

· CD 1
2 months
$ 134,329.60  
· CD 2 2 months
$ 134,974.08
Assets Chase Bank = $270,303.68
Quickbooks = $ 2,312.29

Total assets: $ 635,736.31
Vote: APPROVED
FY 26 Budget – Budget was presented by Treasurer Partridge, and a review of proposed changes was done, a total budget of $ 341,382.79 was motioned and seconded 

Vote: APPROVED.
Government Affairs Director- Chief Bill Scoble, Ret.  

1. The Legislature is finally starting to make some moves – the Chairs of Committees and Committee Assignments have been made.  With the many retirements of senior members this session there were spots to be filed including the Senate Chair of Public Safety, and surprisingly the House Chair Changed as well.  The new Senate Chair is John Cronin from Fitchburg, the House Chair is Dan Cahill from Lynn.  The Senate Vice Chair is Bill Driscoll from Milton, who just moved up from the House to take Senator Timilty’s place. The House Vice Chair is Christopher Worrell from Boston. Other Committee members include Michelle Chicolo-Lexington,(S) Peter Durant- Spencer(R),(S) Jamie Eldridge – Acton, Rodney Elliot-Lowell, (S)Dylan Fernandes – Falmouth, Homar Gomez-Easthampton (N), David Paul Linsky – Natick, Michael Moore – Millbury, Bridget Plouth (N)– Plymouth, Amy May Sangiolo  – Newton (N), Alan Sylvia – Fall River, Ken Sweezey(R) (N) -  Pembroke, Marcus Vaughn – Wrentham (R), Jon Velis – Westfield, Richard Wells – Milton (N), Steven Xiarhos (R) – Barnstable.   

2.  All Bills have now received a number and have been assigned to Committees, and now Hearings can be scheduled.

3. As reported last month, the Governor’s Budget has been released, and it includes an outside section to rescind the provision we got passed last year to provide for the “pop-up” provision for ambulance payments.  We discussed this with Senate Chair of Ways and Means Mike Rodriques last month, and Bill Cass had a meeting with House Chair of Ways and Means Aaron Michlewitz last week to try to keep it out of the working budget.  To that end, Bill has written a letter saying that he wants all members of the Ambulance Coalition to sign that will be forwarded to both Chairs.  We had a zoom meeting last Friday morning to go over the issue as well as to discuss the Ambulance reimbursement Bill.  There was also a discussion over the OEMS proposal to require portable C-MED radios for all ambulances.

4. There was a meet and greet for the Senate President hosted by the Suffolk Group on March 12th.  Vice- President Purcell attended.

5. The Essex County Legislative Breakfast was on February 7th – there was great attendance as always form Chiefs and Legislators.  The Lieutenant Governor attended and spoke about the brush fires last fall and the MBTA zoning issue.  She was very clear the withholding of grant money will continue and urged the Chiefs to make that clear to their communities.

6. MetroFire is looking to set a date for a breakfast at the State House.

7. The CFSI Event went well.  There was concern about cancellations due to the weather, but everything came together as scheduled. The entire IAFC E-Board attended the Breakfast event. Meetings were held with most of the Representatives, and with Senator Warren.  Senator Markey attended the Breakfast, as did Reps. Lynch and Auchincloss. Following our meeting, Senator Warren filed an Amendment to the Budget to protect the AFG and SAFER Grants.  Next year’s CFSI will be March 18 and 19.

8. One of the subjects that Senator Warren wanted to talk about is the issues surrounding the increasing costs of fire apparatus and ambulances.  While we were at the PDC in Worcester, her staffer emailed a request for information asking for specifics that Chiefs have faced recently.  I spread the word and got phenomenal response, that information was collated and sent back to the staff.  We received a detailed response thanking us for the details we provided.  Subsequent to that, I received a call from Ken LaSala of the IAFC to discuss the issue, and he said that they have a working group studying the problem. He has asked for a Massachusetts representative to join that group.  

9. We also had discussions regarding the single stairway building code issue.

10. Federally, the big issues are the freezing of the AFG and SAFER Grants, and the closing of the NFA along with the termination of all but one of the employees of the NFA Library. Members must call their Representatives and Senators and monitor the IAFC and CFSI websites.

Chief Peter Burke, Jr.  I.P.P. 

· Reported on the formation of the EMAC committee, work begins on the Deployment Process

· IMT- working on setting up training classes 

· Reported that the NE Health and Wellness conference went well, noted some information on the table for Chiefs on Mental Health for Chiefs

· IAFC NE Division Conference is in October at Mohegan Sun

Chief Parow Ret. Chelmsford spoke on the NE Conference and that OUR Chiefs need to have more of a presence at the conference this year
State Fire Marshal – Jon Davine- Not Present at Budget Meeting Chief Burke reported for him:

-SAFER & Fire Equip grants haven’t been released
         -NERIS- 4 towns are piloting the new program
         - DFS Legal is going to deliver another Supervisory

           Responsibility Training Class

Reports of Special Committee

· Civil Service – Chief Stark – Not Present    two Chiefs have expressed interest in the position when Chief Stark retires 

· IAFC – Chief Stark – Chief Burke reported that there is a fair amount of discussion at the IAFC regarding FEMA and the USFA
· Haz Mat – Chief Bailey – No Report
· EMS – Chief Norris – No Report
· Tech Rescue – Chief Belsito - Not Present
· Fire Mobilization – Chief Hurlbut – Not Present
· Call/Volunteer – 

· State 911 – Chief Kelleher – Not Present
· DEI Committee – Chief Kelly – committee met recently, continue their efforts, drafted a letter to the BOD requesting assistance in creating a DEI recruiting video
· Utilities – Chief Nardelli- National Guard still working with Nation Grid regarding the use of helicopters near transmission line during wildfires
Unfinished Business - None
New Business - None presented
Remarks for the Good of the Association 

Chief Parow ret. Chelmsford spoke on FCAM supporting Chief Burke at the October IAFC NE Division conference for NE Director to the IAFC. Chief Parow mentioned that MA Chiefs have enough members to control the vote and encourage all chiefs to try and attend to vote.

A motion was made by Chief Parow and seconded to endorse Chief Burke fort the NE Director position

Vote: PASSED 
Next regularly scheduled meeting: 

· April 9, 2025, General Membership meeting is at the Firefly’s BBQ Restaurant- 350 East Main Street Marlborough
Presentation: 1115 hours  Michelle Steinberg from NFPA will give the association an overview of wildfire and how it impacts on our built environment during the meeting. She will review what the NFPA, and others have done in both research and establishment of standards and guides to protect people and property, and most importantly, the resources they can use from NFPA and our partners in their work
Meeting Adjourn at:  
Lunch: 100 Club Chairman Joe Abely was introduced by Secretary Partridge who addressed the Chiefs on the 100 Club of MA and the work they do. 
