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General Membership Meeting, Minutes
March 20, 2024
Delaney House, Holyoke, MA
Meeting opened at:  by Chief Kelleher 1st VP 
Pledge to the Flag:  Chief Keith Stark
Sickness & Distress – Rev. Bruce Arbour 
Deaths – 
· Chief Nelson Harris, Ret., North Reading Fire Department

· Chief Carl Vitagliano, Ret., Braintree Fire Department
· Chief Larry Hatch, Ret., Hampden Fire Department
· Janet Farrenkopf, wife of Chief Richard Farrenkopf, Ret., Hyannis Fire Department and the mother of Chief Kent Farrenkopf, Ret. Eastham Fire
Minutes of the previous meeting:    Minutes of the General Membership meeting on December 20, 2023, were sent out to the membership via the FCAM New Flash.
Vote: approved
Applications for Membership  
· Chief John Kennedy, Whately Fire Department, recommended by Chief Michael Spanknebel, Hadley Fire Department

· Deputy Robert James-Henry Serino, Amesbury Fire Department, recommended by Chief James Nolan, Amesbury Fire Department

· Assist. Chief Geoffrey Mulholland, Dennis Fire Department, recommended by Chief Chris Guerreiro, Dennis Fire Department

· Chief Stephen J. Froio, Malden Fire Department, recommended by Chief Matt Grafton, Stoneham Fire Department
· Chief Greg Gentile, Newton Fire Department, recommended by Keith Stark Weymouth Fire Department
Vote: Approved
Application for Life Membership: 
· Chief David Currier, Sutton Fire Department, recommended by District 7 Director Coleman

· Chief Robert Spurr, Avon Fire Department, Recommended by District 4 Director Chief Tim Bailey

Vote: Approved
Special Guests: Chief Steve Locke, South Burlington Vt. Fire Department and current Treasurer of the IAFC, is here to address the body on his campaign for 2nd VP of the IAFC
The body voted to endorse Chief Locke for 2nd VP IAFC
Chief Peter Burke – President – Chief Kelleher
· By-Law and Strategic Plan -By-Laws have been reviewed and updated
· NEDIAFC Tech Conference - 100 attendees, appreciate the support of those who attended
· Civil Service – Keith Stark can update
· Hybrid

· Communities looking to leave Civil Service
· Turnout gear and PFAS
· OSHA Rules
Chief Michael Kelleher – 1st VP
· Migrant Issue – removing hotels signs to try to change to a shelter
· OEMS – discussion with Bill Case on EMS issues
Chief Patrick Purcell  – 2nd VP 
· OSHA Rules – released draft – FCAM has been meeting with MMA
· Committees/Commissions  
Chief  James Vuona  – IPP
· Well wishes - Retiring July 31, 2024
Secretary/Treasurer – Chief Jack Parow, Ret.
· Election – Chief Kevin Partridge, Ret., Easton Fire Department is the Secretary/Treasurer elect and will take over May 15, 2024.

· Two for 2ndVP – Chief Brian Nardelli, Brockton Fire Department and Chief Chris Norris, Easthampton Fire Department. The Election will be held at the April GM meeting
· PDC update by Chief Partridge

· Proposed 2025 FCAM Budget 

Treasury 

As of March 18, 2024
Citizens Bank:

· Checking



$   65,749.49
· Money Market 1


$  193637.58 
· Money Market 2


$   92,744.49
· Legal Defense 


$   24,701.00
Assets Citizens Bank = $376,832.56
Chase Bank:

· Checking



$    1,000.00

· CD 1
6 month


$126,241.12
· CD 2 12 month 


$125,000.00

Assets Chase Bank = $252,241.12
Total assets: $ 629,073.68
Vote: Approved
Government Affairs Director- Chief Bill Scoble, Ret.  

· Joint Rule 10 requires the release of all Bills from Committee by February 7.  The Bills need to have a favorable recommendation to move forward, or they are sent to a “study’ committee, effectively killing the Bill for this session.  Committees can ask for an extension order, and in fact that is what happened to all the Bills in the Public Safety Committee.  The order extends the reporting requirement to April 8th.  Bills of ours that have received a favorable report coming out of other Committees include the Ambulance Reimbursement Bill, the Rights of Call Firefighter’s (Jack Chandler) Bill, and the elimination of the 1200-hour rule for DFS employees Bill. The one Bill that has been sent to study is the Bill to allow Group 4 to be retained by firefighters going to work full time for DFS.

· The House and Senate versions of the Ambulance reimbursement Bill have been reported out favorably and sent to the Health Care Finance Committee.

· The Senate version of the Jack Chandler Bill (by Sen. Jake Oliveira) has already been sent to the Senate Rules Committee, and the House version (by Rep. Meghan Kilcoyne) has been sent to the Steering, Policy and Scheduling Committee  - meaning they hopefully will be scheduled for a floor vote.  Likewise, the Senate version of the Bill to remove the hours restriction for retirees working at MFA (Sen. Velis) has been sent to Rules, as has Rep. Cusack”s Bill which would also eliminate the earnings cap.

· There are two other Bills moving through the Rules Committee of interest to us – SB 1637 by Senator John Cronin would provide a presumption for death or disability retirement for PTSD, and SB 1681 by former Senator Ann Gobi would provide a presumption for Parkinson’s Disease.

· Two other Bills that were reported out favorably have been referred to other Committees – one would require health insurance to pay for certain cancer screenings with no co-pay; this one has been sent to Health Care Finance, and one that would require Public Safety telecommunicators to receive the same internal benefits as Police and Fire has been referred to Ways and Means.  The bill defines telecommunicators but doesn’t define internal benefits.  It specifically states that it doesn’t affect compensation or pension status.

· The Bill we sponsored for CO detectors in schools has been moved forward but has been greatly modified into a study for air quality in schools, and modified to an extent that I would recommend that we no longer support it.

· Another Bill moving forward is one to create a study on the profession of Emergency Management.  It may have an effect on Fire Chiefs that hold the title. 

· There is also a Bill to provide LODD benefits to all public employees, not just public safety personnel.  Another would provide LODD benefits to EMT’s.  

· The Hearing for the Tech Rescue Bill in front of the PS & HS Committee was on January 30th- VP Kelleher testified along with AGAD Doherty and I.  The Committee’s attitude was positive toward the change.  PFFM also testified and was strongly in support.

· I need to report today that the Senate Chair of the Public Safety and Homeland Security, and sponsor of many of our Bills – Walter Timilty- has announced that he will not seek re-election to the Senate this fall, he has chosen to run for the Clerk of Corts for Norfolk County instead.  This will be a big loss for our Association. 

· I received a call from Rep. Ruth Balser to talk about the Residential Sprinkler Bill.  She is not running for re-election next term, and she truly wants to see this Bill passed in this session.  We discussed strategies to try to make it happen.

· Following up on Rep. Balser, she is one of at least 8-10 longer term legislators that will not be seeking reelection.  This makes education of new Reps and Senators a key issue in the future.  Much institutional knowledge is being lost.

· The Governor’s Budget has been released; we’re now waiting on the House Version.  The DFS budget is good, and the On-Site is fully funded at $1.5 million.

· The Essex County Legislative Breakfast was last Friday, 3/8. There was a great representation from the Legislative delegation, and from the member Chiefs as well. The Western Mass luncheon will be April 12.  The Bristol County Legislative Clam Boil is May 8th.

· After the Essex County Breakfast I went up to the On-Site Academy to meet with Senator Michael Rodrigues, who is the Senate Chair of the Ways and Means Committee. He has always championed the funding for the On-Site, and he had always wanted to take a tour, so we got it arranged.  He was joined by Senators Cronin and Durant from the district.

· I have been spending numerous hours rebuilding the PAC database after a computer crash a little over a year ago.  I hope to have a mailing going out in a month or two.  

· The NFSA has decided to provide the FCAM PAC with a sizable donation to help support our efforts on the residential Sprinkler Bill.

· Senator Timilty has expressed his thanks for being invited to lunch and having a chance to speak at the PDC.

· A reminder that CFSI is on April 29 – 30.  FCAM, Metro, and Norfolk County all have tables.  Bristol County has at least 8 going to DC, probably not to the CFSI portion.  There’s possibly 5 from Plymouth County,4 from Essex County and 2 from District 6.   Hopefully we can get some from the Cape, Central and Western Mass so we can cover all Congressional Districts. Gene is setting up private meetings with each of the Members of Congress.  The CFSI Events are on Monday, the dinner Monday night, the Mass Breakfast at the Library of Congress is at 0830 on Tuesday, and then the private meetings throughout the rest of the day on Tuesday.  I am setting a up a list-serve to keep everyone informed of meeting times and to forward speaking points.

State Fire Marshal – Jon Davine
· LI report forms are coming into DFS
· Money from EOPS for Youth Fire Setter Program
· Set up advisory board
· Senior Fire Officer Forum – will give preference to Fire Chiefs

· Quick reference guides on DFS website – 8 up there now – looking for suggest for others that might be needed

· SAFE Grants – final stage – should be out late March

· Get in yearend reports

· Unexpended funds need to be sent back to DFS
Reports of Special Committee

Civil Service – Chief Stark 
· Town trying to leave CS are being held back from leaving

· DC list established
· Lt and Capt. Test April 27th

IAFC – Chief Stark
· IAFC BOD will be meeting at CFSI
Haz Mat – Chief Bailey
EMS – Chief Norris 
· Nero’s law
· OEMS offices only funded at 50%

· Vaccines EMS/Medics discussion

Tech Rescue – Chief Mansfield

Fire Mobilization – Chief Hurlbut
Call/Volunteer – Chief Maruca

State 911 – Chief Kelleher
DEI Committee – Chief Kelly

Utilities – Chief Nardelli

· Keep you information up to date with utilities 
Unfinished Business  
· Website – Chief Partridge – JG redoing our website
New Business  
· Voted to give $500.00 to Chiefs Locke’s run for 2nd VP IAFC
Remarks for the Good of the Association 

Both addressed the body
· Chief Nardelli – candidate for 2nd VP

· Chief Norris – candidate for 2nd VP
Next regularly is scheduled meeting: 

· April 24, 2024 GM meeting is at the Westford Regency Inn and Convention Center – Election Meeting.
Presentation: Chief Tim Kelly – Co-Chair of the Diversity Committee
Meeting Adjourn at:  11:45 
